
LEAD IN WATER TEST KIT 
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DO-IT-YOURSELF 

Detailed Instructions 

Discard desiccant packet. 

FOR USE IN FRESH WATER ONLY 

Test Kit Contents 
A Pouch containing all testing materials 
B Vial with reagent 
C Test cassette with reagent 
D Dropper 
E Fast-track instructions card 
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STORAGE AND HANDLING: Store test kit in a dry place at 59°F–77°F (15°C–25°C). Keep out 
of direct sunlight. Keep test kit components sealed until ready to use. TESTING: Product is desi-
gned to test freshwater sources only. CAUTION: Test kit is not intended for use by children 
without adult supervision. DISPOSAL: Dispose of used test components in a standard waste 
container. NOTE: Test kit is for screening purposes only. Test results do not guarantee the level 
of safety of the water being tested. This kit provides approximate results only when used in strict 
accordance with instructions. Reference values have been established in accordance with the 
safety standards imposed in the USEPA’s Lead and Copper Rule. Test only measures dissolved 
Lead. Environmental Laboratories, Inc., its subsidiaries and its associates disclaim any liability 
resulting from the use of this product, failure to follow instructions, or reliance on test results. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

EN 

Result Interpretation 
If the test was conducted successfully, your result will be a concentration of Lead in one of 
the three approximate value ranges shown in the table at right. Identify and record your 
result. Values are measured as concentrations of Lead in water: parts-per-billion (ppb) or 
micrograms per liter (µg/L). 
Note: Lines that appear or disappear after 10 minutes are not applicable to the test’s final result. 

˜°˛˝˙ °ˆˇ˘˝ °  °˝: 
Action Level: The USEPA has established a concentration limit for Lead in drinking water (for 
humans)—a level at which utilities must take corrective action if exceeded. This level may be 
changed from time to time by the USEPA—however, at the time of writing these instructions, 
the Action Level is 10 ppb. In other countries, the Action Level may be lower or higher than 10 
ppb. To view current rules for Lead in your country, visit the website of the governing authority 
for drinking water, such as epa.gov in the USA. For Lead impact concentrations on pets, you 
may wish to consult with a veterinarian or other animal or fisheries specialist. 
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal for Lead: The MCLG set by the USEPA for Lead in drinking 
water (for humans) is 0 parts-per-billion (ppb). This same goal should be considered for pets. 

The line at T appears lighter than C. 
Note: The line at T may be very faint. 
Any visible line is valid. 

The lines at C and T appear equally dark 
˜° the line at T appears darker than C. 

Concentration of Lead is at or below 4 ppb A 

Concentration of Lead is above 15 ppb C 

Concentration of Lead is between 5 ppb and 15 ppb B 

Only one line is visible at C. 
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DROPS 

Step-by-Step Directions 
 Sample Collection and Preparation 

a) Collect a water sample into a clean cup and allow the water to reach the ideal testing temperature of 65–75 ̊ F (18 – 24 ̊ C). Open the foil pouch and 
take out all contents. 

b) Remove cap from vial and place vial in upright position near you. Holding the dropper vertically, firmly depress the bulb and immerse the tip in 
your water sample. Release bulb to draw up water, then remove the dropper from the water. 

c) Grip vial with one hand while hovering the tip of the dropper vertically over the vial. Depress bulb gently to dispense exactly 4 drops of water into 
the vial. Do not add any more water to the vial. Expel any remaining water in the dropper back into the cup by depressing the bulb multiple times. 
Dropper must be clear for later use. 

d) Screw cap firmly back on vial (do not over-tighten). Shake vial for 15 seconds, then set it back down in upright position. Let vial sit undisturbed for 
60 seconds to allow the reagent inside the vial to dissolve into the water. 

 Test Procedure 
a) Lay the test cassette near you on a flat surface. Position the end with the small, oval sample well (marked S) closest to you. Grip vial and remove cap 

again. Holding the dropper vertically, depress bulb firmly and insert the tip fully into the solution at the bottom of the vial. Release bulb to draw up 
all of the solution into the dropper. Air will also enter the dropper—this is normal.  

b) Holding the dropper vertically, with the tip directly above the sample well of the test cassette, depress the bulb multiple times to dispense the 
complete volume of solution into the sample well (it’s ok if traces of solution remain inside the dropper). Start a timer and wait 5 minutes 
(reaction time). Allow cassette to sit undisturbed and out of direct sunlight during this time. Do not read test result before 5 minutes. 

 Observation of Test Results 
Observe your test result in the test cassette window after the 5-minute reaction time but not after 10 minutes.* Along this window are C (Control) and 
T (Test) markings. Lines will have appeared at one or both of these markings. See the illustrated table in the next section to interpret your result. 

*Results read before 5 minutes or after 10 minutes may be invalid. 
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QUESTIONS? 
Call 1-888-932-6699 or email customerservice@envirotestkits.com. 

Concentration is above 15 ppb

Concentration is above 4 ppb but at or below 15 ppb

MY TEST RESULT RANGES BETWEEN 0 PPB AND 4 PPB. 
A result that ranges at or below 4 ppb is well below the USEPA’s Action Level of 10 ppb. 
However, do-it-yourself testing only screens approximate ranges of dissolved Lead in 
water. Lead is not safe for consumption at any level. If you wish to know the exact level 
of Lead in your water, please see the last section of these instructions to learn more 
about testing at our EPA-certified Lab. 

MY TEST RESULT RANGES BETWEEN 5 PPB AND 15 PPB. 
A result that ranges between 5 ppb and 15 ppb may meet the USEPA's Action Level of 
10 ppb. However, do-it-yourself testing only screens approximate ranges of dissolved 
Lead in water. Lead is not safe for consumption at any level. If you wish to know the 
exact level of Lead in your water, please see the last section of these instructions to 
learn more about testing at our EPA-certified Lab. 

MY TEST RESULT IS ABOVE 15 PPB. 
A result that ranges above 15 ppb should be taken seriously, as it exceeds the USEPA's 
Action Level of 10 ppb. Consider using an alternative water source that’s proven to be 
safe until you have a solution to your Lead contamination problem. Talk to your local 
water authority about remediation options. If you wish to know the exact level of Lead 
in your water, please see the last section of these instructions to learn more about 
testing at our EPA-certified Lab. 

INCONCLUSIVE TEST RESULT 
Your test result is inconclusive if one of the following scenarios is true: 1) lines appear 
at neither C nor T, or 2) a line appears at T but not at C. Unfortunately, do-it-yourself te-
sting has limitations due to certain physical and/or chemical properties that may exist 
in your water supply. An inconclusive result is due to such background interferences 
that are out of your and our control. If you think the test may have been conducted in-
correctly, you may want to repeat the DIY test. However, if you are confident the test 
was conducted correctly, we do not recommend that you attempt another DIY Lead test, 
since the same background interferences in your water will likely disrupt the test again. 
Instead, we recommend testing your water with one of our In-Lab Lead Test Kits, which 
provides testing at our EPA-certified laboratory. Our EPA-certified laboratory has quality 
controls against most background interferences. 

Next Steps After DIY Testing 

For a more detailed report about the concentration of Lead in your water, please visit 
SafeHomeTestKits.com. There, we offer a kit that provides testing for Total Lead 
(dissolved and solid) at our EPA-certified lab.† Our In-Lab kit for Lead is designed to test 
(potable) drinking water only. This kit can even identify how much Lead is coming from 
your water supply versus being leached from your plumbing fixtures. When testing is 
complete, your results will be issued in a secure, certified lab report online. If you have 
further questions, please call our toll-free number 888-932-6699. 

† Available to customers who live in the United States only 

Testing at our EPA-Certified Lab 

© 2024 Environmental Laboratories, Inc. 
Made in the USA of domestic and international components. Safe Home branded products are manufactured by 
EnviroTestKits,® a division of Environmental Laboratories, Inc., Madison, IN 47250, USA. This product may be 
protected by patent laws, trademarks, and copyrights. 
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